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Microsoft Offers Office Document Formats to Ecma International for Open Standardisation

Company to work with other industry leaders in standards body to foster interoperability and unleash power of billions of documents worldwide. 

PARIS — 22 Nov 2005 — Microsoft Corp today announced it will take steps to offer the file format technology behind billions of documents to customers and the industry as an international standard. Apple, Barclays Capital, BP, the British Library, Essilor, Intel Corporation, Microsoft, NextPage Inc, Statoil ASA and Toshiba will co-sponsor a submission to Ecma International, the standards organisation, of the Microsoft® Office Open XML (Extensible Markup Language) document format technology. Furthermore, Microsoft will make available tools to enable old documents to capitalise on the open standard format. With Office document formats available as an open standard, customers will have even more confidence in their ability to store and manage data for the long term, with many more vendors and tools from which they can choose. The move will benefit the broader software ecosystem because software and services vendors worldwide will be able to more easily build compelling solutions that interoperate across a broad spectrum of technologies.

These global industry leaders have agreed to work together as part of an open technical committee that Ecma members can join to standardise and fully document the Open XML formats for Word, Excel® and PowerPoint® from the next generation of Office technologies, code-named Office “12”, as an Ecma standard, and to help maintain the evolution of the formats. The group will ask Ecma to submit the results of their collaboration to the International Organization for Standardization for approval. 

With thousands of documents created every minute in an Office format, Microsoft’s Office formats are used in dramatic numbers. More than 300,000 developers have utilised the XML file formats in Office 2003 editions alone. Those documents will be able to take advantage of the benefits of the new open standard, enabling document contents to be accessed, searched, used, integrated and developed in new, innovative ways. Customers, technology providers and developers around the globe will be able to work with the Open XML file formats without barriers, creating a broad ecosystem of products, applications and services that can work with the formats, with or without Microsoft software. As a result, documents and public records can be archived, maintained and maintained in perpetuity with long-term, widespread industry support.

"We are committed to open standards such as XML to provide the highest levels of interoperability between legacy and next-generation software," said Jean-Philippe Courtois, president of Microsoft International. “The creation of an XML file format standard is a major industry milestone. We hope this will provide both users and organizations the peace of mind that they will be able to access their past and future documents for generations to come.” 
“We are pleased that Microsoft and its partners are making this submission to Ecma International,” said Jan van den Beld, secretary general of Ecma International. “Our members around the globe pride themselves in their ability to drive progress and consensus on important technologies.”

"Apple is pleased to support an Emca standard for Microsoft Office XML Document Formats which will make them more open and widely available to all," said Philip Schiller, Apple's Senior Vice President of Worldwide Product Marketing. "Apple and Microsoft will continue to work closely together to deliver great products to Mac users and application developers for many years to come." 
 “We view Microsoft’s move to offer its widely deployed XML file formats for Ecma standardisation as a very important and positive step forward for the industry,” said Renee James, vice president and general manager of the Software and Solutions Group at Intel. “We are pleased to participate in the Ecma submission and documentation process, and believe our customers will benefit from better interoperability and systems integration.”

“Just as our predecessors stewarded the development of the national published archive over the past 250 years, the British Library is committed to preserving and providing access to the UK’s digital heritage,” said Adam Farquhar, head of e-Architecture at the British Library. “We expect that establishing Microsoft Office Open XML as an open standard will substantially enhance our ability to achieve this. It’s an important step forward for digital preservation and will help us fulfil the British Library’s core responsibility of making our digital collections accessible for generations to come.”
About Ecma International 

Since its inception in 1961, Ecma International (Ecma) has developed standards for Information and Communication Technology (ICT) and Consumer Electronics (CE). 

The aims of Ecma International are:

· To develop, in co-operation with the appropriate National, European and International organisations Standards and Technical Reports in order to facilitate and standardise the use of Communication Technology (ICT) and Consumer Electronics (CE). 

· To encourage the correct use of Standards by influencing the environment in which they are applied. 

· To publish these Standards and Technical Reports in electronic and printed form; the publications can be freely copied by all interested parties without restrictions. 

For over forty years Ecma has actively contributed to world-wide standardisation in information technology and telecommunications. More than 365 Ecma Standards and almost 90 Technical Reports of high quality have been published, more than 2/3 of which have also been adopted as International Standards and/or Technical Reports. Publications can be downloaded free of charge from http://www.ecma-international.org/.

About the British Library

The British Library is the national library of the United Kingdom and one of the world’s greatest research libraries. It provides world class information services to the academic, business, research and scientific communities and offers unparalleled access to the world’s largest and most comprehensive research collection. The Library’s collection has developed over 250 years and exceeds 150 million separate items representing every age of written civilisation. It includes: books, journals, manuscripts, maps, stamps, music, patents, newspapers and sound recordings in all written and spoken languages. Further information is available on the Library’s website at www.bl.uk.

About the Microsoft Office System

The Microsoft Office system is an easy way to help more people use information to positively impact their business. Through a system of familiar and easy-to-use programs, servers, services and solutions, users can connect people and organisations to information, business processes and each other — helping ensure that they derive the most value out of information. The Microsoft Office system consists of the 2003 editions of Microsoft Office, Microsoft Office SharePoint® Portal Server 2003, Microsoft Office Project and Project Server 2003, Microsoft Exchange Server 2003, Microsoft Office Live Communications Server 2003, Microsoft Office Live Meeting 2005, Microsoft Office Communicator 2005, Microsoft Office FrontPage® 2003, Microsoft Office InfoPath® 2003, Microsoft Office OneNote® 2003, Microsoft Office Publisher 2003, Microsoft Office Visio® 2003 and Microsoft Office Business Scorecard Manager 2005. Enabling technologies, such as Microsoft Windows® SharePoint Services and Microsoft Windows Server™ 2003, enhance the features and functionality of products in the Microsoft Office system.

About Microsoft 
Founded in 1975, Microsoft (Nasdaq “MSFT”) is the worldwide leader in software, services and solutions that help people and businesses realise their full potential.

About Microsoft EMEA (Europe, Middle East and Africa)

Microsoft has operated in EMEA since 1982. In the region Microsoft employs more than 12,000 people in over 55 subsidiaries, delivering products and services in more than 139 countries and territories.

#########

This material is for informational purposes only. Microsoft Corp disclaims all warranties and conditions with regard to use of the material for other purposes. Microsoft Corp shall not, at any time, be liable for any special, direct, indirect or consequential damages, whether in an action of contract, negligence or other action arising out of or in connection with the use or performance of the material. Nothing herein should be construed as constituting any kind of warranty.

Microsoft, Excel, PowerPoint, SharePoint, FrontPage, InfoPath, OneNote, Visio, Windows and Windows Server are either registered trademarks or trademarks of Microsoft Corp in the United States and/or other countries.

The names of actual companies and products mentioned herein may be the trademarks of their respective owners.

Microsoft PR Contacts

Rapid Response Team, Waggener Edstrom Worldwide

Phone: +1 (503) 443-7070

E-mail: rrt@WaggenerEdstrom.com
Microsoft EMEA Response Centre 

Phone: +44 870 243 0515

E-mail: emearesponse@wagged.com
Note to editors

If you are interested in viewing additional information on Microsoft in EMEA, please visit http://www.microsoft.com/emea or the EMEA Press Centre at http://www.microsoft.com/emea/presscentre. Web links, telephone numbers and titles were correct at the time of publication, but may since have changed. For additional assistance, journalists and analysts may contact the Microsoft EMEA Press Office at +44 870 243 0515 or other appropriate contacts listed at http://www.microsoft.com/emea/contactus. 

If you are interested in viewing additional information on Microsoft Corp, please visit the Microsoft web page at http://www.microsoft.com/presspass on Microsoft’s corporate information pages.
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